Contemplation and Conversation: 3rd Sunday after Lent, March 7, 2021
Scripture: John 2:13-22 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202%3A13-22&version=NRSV 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
Contemplation and Conversation: 
How can anger bring about change without destroying relationships?
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I remember preaching from this passage after watching The Horse Whisperer. I asked if Jesus might have used the whip in the same way as Buck Brannaman who inspired Robert Redford’s character in the movie – graceful, directing with the whip as opposed to angry, violent action that I had always pictured. One man who rarely commented on my preaching told me I was wrong. Jesus was angry.
I wonder if we were both right. I can indeed imagine that Jesus was angry that the temple had become a place where pilgrims were forced to pay a premium to exchange their coins for temple coins and then pay unfair prices to buy birds and animals for sacrifices. He is always upset when people are hurt and cheated. Jesus sent the animals out and overturned the tables to disrupt the abuse that was happening. I cannot believe he physically hurt the animals or people in the temple. Like the horse trainers using an understanding of how horses think and communicate to train them to accept humans and work confidently and responsively with them, I trust that Jesus used the whip to direct and turned the tables over in a deliberate action not violent anger.
We have cause to be angry from time to time but Jesus’ invitation to us is to use that anger to turn the tables on challenging behaviors in a way that allows for healing and new relationships. May it be so.

Whether you are at home trying to help slow the spread of the virus,
working to help care for those who are impacted most by COVID-19
or working to keep some normalcy in this time,
may you know God’s deep and abiding love in your life.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families.

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com . Following worship next Sunday, she will invite others to join you in a Zoom break out room to share in further conversation.

From our Rockwood Stone Affirming Discernment Circle
Q Christian Fellowship – Christians often wrestle with what the Bible says about transgender people, limiting the inclusiveness of our churches. As LGBTQ+ Christians we have learned to defend our faith by pushing against the clobber passages that have oppressed us; however, this is often an ineffective approach since it’s grounded in colonialism. This session explores the Genesis creation narrative, discuss the limits that come with comparing modern transgender people to the ancient eunuchs, and examine the broken pieces caused by living too long on the defensive. Together we can collect different pieces and find new freedom in our true Christian birthright!
This 51 minute presentation from the Transgender and the Bible: 2020 Q Christian Fellowship Conference is a very meaningful and thought provoking https://www.youtube.com/watch?‌v=K1ps082qzkM&fbclid=IwAR29GUb-mWehxFHOju2vh6qf8K8BZN8xfGKNoHL_Lt‌TLM5AtPd3pt7PklC0 

United Church of Canada
Next Sunday, March 14, 2021 is PIE = Public. Intentional. Explicit. These are the standards we hold ourselves and our welcome to when we become affirming, welcoming, or inclusive communities. March 14 is a chance to serve some pie and roll out the PIE by celebrating the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit people in faith communities and beyond across Canada.
Moderator Richard Bott invites everyone to join him in celebrating Pie Day 2021! Download the video here: https://bit.ly/37N3mjF .

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship to God and each other. With COVID-19 keeping us at home and physically distant from our Stone or Rockwood families, we are missing each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you will be offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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