Contemplation and Conversation
Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, 2021
[image: ]Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-12 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV
Contemplation and Conversation: 
What loving relationships are you celebrating today?
What do those relationship teach you about God’s love?
From Lisa Leffler:
In our scripture today Elijah is nearing the end of his days on earth.  He is called to make one final journey.  He has been travelling with Elisha but asks him to stay behind three times on the journey.  Elisha knowing that he has little time left with Elijah refuses to be left behind and says, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  A fitting story for Valentine’s Day as the love that Elisha has for Elijah shines through throughout this passage.
In our commercial world Valentine’s day tends to put the most emphasis on romantic love but this passage and the strong bond of love between Elisha and his mentor remind us that our lives are filled with love in a variety of ways.  Our lives are filled with love if we can be open to it – love of friends, family, church family, neighbours, even pets.  Each loving relationship in our lives helps us to know God’s love a little more fully.
Today is a day to celebrate all of that love.  For some that will mean celebrating in joy with loved ones but others this may be a day to remember loved ones who are not physically with you – either due to the separation caused by COVID isolation or because your loved one is no longer with you on this earthly plane.  This passage reminds us of the importance of mourning those losses.  When Elijah is taken away Elisha immediately “grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces” which was a sign of mourning at the time.  Grief and mourning are a natural part of the cycle of love.  They are a sign of great love so even amongst the sadness of lost love take time to celebrate the love you shared.  Remember that those you love will always remain in your heart and perhaps today is a good day to remember Elisha’s words, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  

Whether you are at home trying to help slow the spread of the virus,
working to help care for those who are impacted most by COVID-19
or working to keep some normalcy in this time,
may you know God’s deep and abiding love in your life.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. Following worship next Sunday, she will invite others to join you in a Zoom break out room to share in further conversation.

From our Rockwood Stone Affirming Discernment Circle
We invite you to read this article from Broadview “Inside the fight for LGBTQ2 inclusion in evangelical churches” https://broadview.org/inside-the-fight-for-lgbtq2-inclusion-in-evangelical-churches/?fbclid=IwAR2iupEiv8rBmpuC_9XqOUzF3zna2NKUP1yZQhrtZuanR-jerRTYpRqFHPA 

United Church of Canada
Black History Month: Throughout February the United Church is sharing a series of blogs for Black History Month 2021. Patricia Watson teaches others about Black history through a variety of artistic expressions. https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/building-quilt-belonging 
A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship to God and each other. With COVID-19 keeping us at home and physically distant from our Stone or Rockwood families, we are missing each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you will be offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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