Contemplation and Conversation: 15th Sunday after Pentecost, September 5, 2021
Scripture: Psalm 125 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+125&version=NRSV 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+45%3A1-2%2C+6-9&version=NRSV
[image: ]1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 
 which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem,
 so the Lord surrounds his people,
 from this time on and forevermore.
3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest
 on the land allotted to the righteous,
so that the righteous might not stretch out
 their hands to do wrong.
4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good,
 and to those who are upright in their hearts.
5 But those who turn aside to their own crooked ways
 the Lord will lead away with evildoers.
 Peace be upon Israel!
Contemplation and Conversation: When has God protected you? (or something similar)
From Brian Mack:
After being declared redundant by the Lambton County Board of Education in April of 1979, my future as a teacher was very much in doubt. I had started to explore the idea of moving to another province for work. In early June, I had responded to an advertisement in the Globe and Mail for a Grade 5 teaching position in Fairview, Alberta.
Enter Bill, my Vice-Principal at Lambton Central Collegiate. He sought me out one afternoon and informed me that he had just been talking to a Superintendent in Alberta. He gave me the phone number of the Fairview School Division office and said that he thought I should call. When I said I would call later, he became more strident: “I think you should phone now. You can use my office.” Ninety minutes later, I had been interviewed over the phone by a team of three individuals, offered a position, and I had accepted. Imagine if Bill had not been so insistent. “As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people ...”
Enter two oil rough necks. It was about 10 o’clock at night. I had driven through Edmonton only to realize that Fairview was still about 6.5 hrs. away. With my ability to stay awake becoming suspect, I exited the highway and found myself in a village consisting of one short, unpaved street. I stopped the car, got out of the vehicle, and felt rather sorry for myself. Two young oil rig workers dressed in dirty, torn coveralls approached. After making a disparaging remark about my yellow Chevette with Ontario plates, they proceeded to engage me in casual chatter. When I said I needed a place to stay for the night, they persuaded the owner of the local tavern to let me crash for a few hours in one of the rooms he usually reserved for oil rig workers. Imagine if I hadn’t encountered those two brash rough necks. “As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people ...”
Enter Harvey and Vickie. Shortly after my arrival in Fairview, I visited the school board office. After a few minutes of chatting with the Superintendent of Schools, he phoned the home of my new principal, Harvey. Harvey’s wife answered and said that her husband was at the farm but would be back in town for lunch. Vickie invited me to eat with them but warned me I would have to put up with their three boys all under the age of 8. She also giggled and said that Harvey was pretty much the fourth boy in the mix. Harvey arrived home and didn’t look much like a principal. He was wearing a ragged t-shirt, cut offs, a tattered baseball cap, and rubber boots. We bonded instantly. He and his wife helped me to find a place to live, gave me an opportunity to spend most weekends working at the farm, and introduced me to the hard-working beef and grain farmers of the Green Island District where the quarter section of land was located. When I needed something for the school, I could always count on those farm families. Imagine if Harvey had not been my first Alberta Principal. “As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people ...”
Enter Trevor and Joyce. I got up early on my first Sunday in my new town and decided to check out St. Paul’s United. When the service ended, I had no chance to leave quietly. I was swept up by the congregation for coffee time and soon Trevor, who had led the service, and his wife Joyce were chatting with me. Trevor was chairperson of the Board and covering for the Minister who was on holidays. By the end of coffee time, Joyce had invited me to a corn roast that evening at their farm. In making the invitation, she might have mentioned they were beef farmers! We became fast friends and they helped me fit into the life of the congregation. Imagine if I had not met Trevor and Joyce. “As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people ...”
I am comforted by Psalm 125. It reminds me that no matter what changes are occurring in my life, Holy One is with me. I give thanks for the parts that Bill, some unidentified rough necks, Harvey and Vickie, and Trevor and Joyce played in my life in the summer of 1979. Although I did not realize it at the time, God was watching over me and keeping me safe. “As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people.” Thanks be to God. 
Whether you are at home trying to help slow the spread of the virus,
working to help care for those who are impacted most by COVID-19
or working to keep some normalcy in this time,
may you know God’s deep and abiding love in your life.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. Following worship next Sunday, she will invite others to join you in a Zoom break out room to share in further conversation.

[bookmark: _Hlk80265208][bookmark: _Hlk80297843]United Church of Canada – United-in-Learning offers online learning opportunities and recordings for lay people and ministers at https://www.united-in-learning.com/ .
Bridging Poverty and Privilege growing life-changing relationships 
Six Wednesdays October 13 to November 17, 2021 from 1:00-3:00 pm NB. if you live in a place that does not use Daylight Saving Time, note that the start times will change after November 7.
What if our response to poverty went beyond charity? What if we grew intentional friendships with neighbours living in poverty? What if your church community could start a ministry that will make a tangible impact on poverty in the place you live? Explore how this can happen in weekly gatherings of food, fun, & storytelling while learning together how to Bridge Poverty & Privilege.
The people of Bedford House Community Ministry and Bridges Peterbrough have grown a grassroots response to our community’s pandemics of poverty and isolation. After five years of experimentation, evaluation, and adapting to the lessons learned - we are excited to offer you and your community of faith - the Bridging Team model.  (1min YouTube video)
We invite you into a six-week journey as a learning community to:
1. Explore the theoretical framework of the Bridges Out of Poverty workshop (4 causes of poverty, Hidden Rules of Middle-class, How efforts to help can hurt, etc.)
2. Learn how the United Church sponsored social innovation of Bridging Teams have applied the Bridges theory in a life-changing experience (using the spiritual practices of Hospitality, Dignity, Curiosity)
3. Have some fun learning together and explore how to best apply / adapt the model in your own community. 
Bridges Out of Poverty offers an educational framework that is transforming communities across North America and beyond. This program is successful because it puts the under-resourced people it seeks to assist, in “the driver’s seat”.
Through Bridging Teams, small groups of citizens from all walks of life collaborate to support the life journey of under-resourced individuals and their families. Low-income team members are recognized as the lead problem-solvers. Middle and upper-income team members bring their curiosity, community connections, and life-experience to the table. Together, they meet weekly in a facilitated small group experience of Food, Fun, and Storytelling.
Who Should Attend?*
· Communities of faith interested in supporting low-income neighbours
· Anyone engaged in social justice work related to poverty -- including un-churched community folks
· People with lived experience of poverty
· Community and Social Justice Ministries
· Regional Council staff
*Participants are encouraged to attend with others who might be interested in creating a local Bridging Team. Cost $184.99 (Cost should not be a barrier to participation; bursaries are available)
[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]
A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship to God and each other. With COVID-19 keeping us at home and physically distant from our Stone or Rockwood families, we are missing each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you will be offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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