Contemplation and Conversation: 2nd Sunday of Creation Time, September 16, 2021
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Scripture: Genesis 1:6-8 NRSV
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
The Holy One spoke into being lakes and streams, rivers and oceans, puddles and ponds – bodies of fresh and salt water that sustain life in unique ways. Then God imagined rain and snow, hail and sleet, fog, steam and clouds carrying water from the sky to the earth, moving it across and through the earth where it is purified, then back to the sky in the cycle that sustains all life. 
Floating on the Dead Sea, wading in the Mediterranean, sailing on the Sea of Galilee or the Atlantic Ocean; resting beside waterfalls in Newfoundland and Scotland, swimming in the Great Lakes or ein See in Austria, canoeing on a lake in northern Ontario, walking in the rain or snow, drinking a cold refreshing glass of water or steaming cup of coffee or tea –  wherever life takes me I am aware that water gives us life, keeps us healthy and is a part of everything that enriches life. 
When we see images of plastic washed up on the shores of lakes and oceans and rivers or streams carrying pollutants downstream, hear of First Nations communities struggling under boil water orders, melting icebergs and disappearing coast lines, we recognize the harm that our way of life has done to the amazing system God put in place to give us life. These images urge us to find ways to protect and conserve this precious resource.
Ponder and Pray 
When has water given you a sense of wonder and gratitude? 
Source of Life, we give thanks for life giving water.
Help us make choices that conserve this precious resource. Amen.

Whether you are at home trying to help slow the spread of the virus,
working to help care for those who are impacted most by COVID-19
or working to keep some normalcy in this time,
may you know God’s deep and abiding love in your life.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. Following worship next Sunday, she will invite others to join you in a Zoom breakout room to share in further conversation.

Our Rockwood Stone Family
Just a note that all the spaces for Lou Darcie’s Celebration of Life are full. 
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Yesterday, I got a message demanding to know how I, as a Christian leader, could keep "pushing the vaccines" on people. It's not the first time I've been asked.
While I would not characterize my posts as "pushing," I can accept that others might see them that way.
So.
Why do I want people to be vaccinated against the SARS-COV-2 virus, in its many variants?
Because I want people to be safe and healthy.
Because, if people do get infected, I want them to have the much better chance at a minor infection, rather than finding themselves in hospital, in the ICU, or in a grave.
Because congregating together is the way that this virus gets passed on. I like congregations. (It's a churchy thing, I know.) I don't want congregations of people worshipping God to be COVID-19 superspreader events. (Or even regular spreader events!)
Because I don't want communities of faith (or anyone else, for that matter) to have to be saying to people, "We love you. We miss spending time with you. We want you here. But your choice to not be vaccinated is putting yourself and others at risk at a risk level higher than this congregation can accept, so you can't be part of our physical gatherings," or to be saying to people, "Our desire to include everyone supercedes our concern about what the virus can do to you, or to others in our community of faith, so, while we realize it is less than ideal, health-wise, please come in." No matter what direction a community of faith goes, there is a division of spirit and community. 
Because researchers and public health authorities are telling us we need very high vaccination rates, right around the world, to bring the COVID-19 pandemic to an end. Vaccine hesitancy and vaccine misinformation is driving the growth of a fourth wave, here in Canada, causing hospital shortages, and, ultimately, death.
And - if you want a particularly United Church geek reason - because there is *nothing* in our doctrine (shared beliefs) or practice (shared actions) that would argue against getting vaccinated. There is, however, a whole lot about putting our faith in action, about caring for our neighbours - and all of creation - in physical, tangible, ways. Like getting vaccinated.
Please.
Keep washing your hands.
Keep wearing your masks.
Keep that 2 meter physical distance.
And please... please!...
if you are medically able, and have not yet done it, please -
get vaccinated. 
Next Sunday on Zoom, wear your orang shirt on Zoom
Orange Shirt Day to Honour Children Who Attended Residential Schools https://united-church.ca/news/orange-shirt-day-2021
On September 30, people all across Canada will wear orange shirts to remember and honour Indigenous children who were taken from their communities and families to residential schools.
The summer of 2021 was a summer of orange shirts as Indigenous communities across the country shared the truth they have always known: that many of the children who never returned from residential schools remain on the grounds of those institutions in unmarked burial sites. These communities are now seeking to honour the missing children.
This Orange Shirt Day is also the first observance of a National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. For settler Christians in particular, this is a time when we can reflect on our role in colonialism and the residential school system, and our ongoing responsibility to make reparations.
Indigenous Ministries and Justice at The United Church of Canada encourages everyone to participate in Orange Shirt Day! 
Why orange? Because of Phyllis Jack Webstad from the Stswecem’c Xgat’tem First Nation, who went to St. Joseph Mission Residential School. On her first day of school, Phyllis wore an orange shirt that her grandmother had given her. It was immediately taken away, and that marked the beginning of Phyllis’s long separation from her family and community, a separation caused by actions of the church and federal government. 
At https://www.orangeshirtday.org/ for Phyllis introduces videos from The Vision of Kukpi7 Fred Robbings and Canadian History and the Residential School System from the Orange Shirt Society.
Orange Shirt Day is a time for us all to remember those events, their ongoing impact, and just as importantly the continuing strength and resilience of Indigenous peoples. Former Healing Programs Coordinator Honarine Scott has written a powerful reflection on this. https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/september-30-orange-shirt-day 
What can you do?
1. Mark Orange Shirt Day in your community of faith on September 26
Whether your community of faith is meeting in person or online, please ask people to wear orange for a community picture. That could be a safely distanced group photo, a Zoom call screenshot, or a photo collage. Share your photos on Facebook and Twitter (include the hashtags #OrangeShirtDay, #EveryChildMatters, and #UCCan), or send your pictures to Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice Animator Sara Stratton (SStratton@united-church.ca) for use on our social media pages.

A Prayer for Orange Shirt Day*
Today we wear orange
to remember and honour all the Indigenous children who went to residential schools.
Today we wear orange and we pray
for the residential school and intergenerational survivors who are still struggling.
Today we wear orange and we are thankful
for those who speak the truth, and who work to shine a light on injustice.
Today we wear orange in the name of compassion and the spirit of truth and reconciliation.
Help us, God, to remember and act on this this every day. Amen.
*This prayer was inspired by Honarine Scott’s Orange Shirt Day blog.

2. Wear an orange shirt on Thursday, September 30
Whether you’re at work, at school, or at home, get out that orange shirt! Make sure you take a picture to share on Facebook and Twitter (include the hashtags #OrangeShirtDay, #EveryChildMatters, and #UCCan), and challenge your friends and family to do the same. You can also send your pictures to Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice Animator Sara Stratton (SStratton@united-church.ca) for use on our social media pages.
Also on September 30, join Indigenous Ministries and Justice Executive Minister Murray Pruden for a candlelight vigil at 7:00 p.m. Eastern on the Indigenous Ministries Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/IndigenousMinistries 

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship to God and each other. With COVID-19 keeping us at home and physically distant from our Stone or Rockwood families, we are missing each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you will be offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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