Contemplation and Conversation: 3rd Sunday of Creation Time, September 26, 2021
Week 3 – Earth 
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Description automatically generated]Scripture: Genesis 1:9-13 NRSV
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
Maybe it is because it has been so long since we could sing our praise to the Creator together but as I thought about God bringing forth the earth and all growing things I wanted to sing. 
In 2005 Pat Mayberry wrote Called by Earth and Sky for us to sing 
Precious these mountains, ancient sands, vast fragile land. 
Seeds of our wakening rooted strong. 
Creation’s faithful song.
Wherever we travel in the world the earth offers up unique, breath-taking habitats that give life to plants, animals and people. Mountains and valleys, woodlands, rainforests, marshes, prairies and deserts, all offer abundant life. So often humans instead of living in harmony with other creatures and creation have polluted, devastated and threaten to destroy the beauty and balance of the Holy One’s work. My prayer is that we might take an active part in helping restore God’s good earth.
Ponder and Pray 
What place in the world inspires awe and wonder for you? 
Folliott Sandford Pierpoint words from 1864 fill me with longing to sing with you. 
For the beauty of the earth, For the glory of the skies
For the love which from our birth Over and around us lies.
God of all, to you we raise This our joyful hymn of praise.

Whether you are at home trying to help slow the spread of the virus,
working to help care for those who are impacted most by COVID-19
or working to keep some normalcy in this time,
may you know God’s deep and abiding love in your life.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. Following worship next Sunday, she will invite others to join you in a Zoom break out room to share in further conversation.

Our Rockwood Stone Family
We are grateful that Murray and Marg Duffield have enjoying their new home and Murray’s surgery went well. Their new contact information is Heritage River Retirement Residence, Unit 242 - 25 Wellington Drive, Wellington Drive, Elora, ON NOB 1SO  519-846-3102.

[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]United Church of Canada Published On: September 19, 2021 from Moderator Richard Bott
To: All my sibs gathering in worship today
From: another disciple of JC
Whether you are connecting on-line, on-the-phone, 
or physically-distanced-mask-to-mask, 
may your intentional time 
with God and with each other 
be one filled with wonder and hope, 
with peace and with action.
and may you be filled, again,
to go into the world,
to live the Creator's love,
to be Christ's hands and heart,
to fly where the Spirit's wings carry you!
Go.
Grow.
Be!
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]If you missed the Moderator’s video on Orange Shirt Day in worship, it can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2rfb9bNW9U Orange Shirt Day
2021 Group of Six Free Download 68 page colouring and activity book
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Complimentary Colouring and Activity book. 
Free Pdf Download with 68 pages.
The 2021 Group of Six is a grassroots group of six youth artists from the Six Nations Grand River Territory, who invite care-givers and educators to use the resource leading to the first National Day of Truth and Reconciliation on Orange Shirt Day, September 30th!
Artists: Jaxon Anderson, Daelynn Doxtater, Emily Pitts, Sydnie Thomas, Frankie Warner, Mya Warner...with friends Kaya Hill, Summer Hill, Imani Mitten, Lillian Williams. Project Coordinator Elizabeth Doxtater. Language Coordinator George Doxtater.
Please click here for Free Download. Thank you!
This project was made possible with a grant from the Ontario Arts Council!

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship to God and each other. With COVID-19 keeping us at home and physically distant from our Stone or Rockwood families, we are missing each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you will be offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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